Comparison of ceftibuten versus amoxicillin/clavulanate in the treatment of acute exacerbations of chronic bronchitis.
The efficacy and tolerability of once- or twice-daily ceftibuten (400 mg daily) were compared with three-times daily amoxicillin/clavulanate (AMX/CA, 500 mg/125 mg) in the treatment of acute exacerbations of chronic bronchitis (AECB) in an open, parallel-group 10- to 14-day study in 443 patients. Patients were assessed at baseline and on days 5, 10-14 and after 4-6 weeks of treatment, and the clinical response defined as cured, improved, stabilized or failed. Clinical efficacy between the 3 groups was equivalent (p = 0.002) with 90% of patients in each group responding to treatment (cured or improved) and the incidence of complete cures (with no clinical signs of relapse) was also equivalent. In conclusion, this study showed that ceftibuten is clinically equivalent to a standard regimen of amoxicillin/clavulanate in the treatment of AECB, including those patients infected with Streptococcus pneumonia. Ceftibuten was better tolerated than AMX/CA and was associated with significantly fewer gastrointestinal side effects. Furthermore, once-daily was a well tolerated and effective as twice-daily ceftibuten.